The Value  of the  Crowd

general goodwill of mankind. If to-day, as we look with
kindness upon man and beast, and especially upon the
unfortunate, the pitiful, the sorrowing, and the bereaved,
some at least of the emotion that stirs within us still
proceeds by unbroken descent from the sensitively loving
heart of the great gentleman of Assisi.

As it is with sublime emotions so likewise is it with
small. How does the multitude, many of whom never
read a line he wrote, become conscious of the greatness of
Shakespeare? That recognition has been imposed upon
them by crowd-hypnotism; and so it is with all reputa-
tions. They are the ultimate reaction of some crowd
from the impact of a man upon it. Individuals initiate
the recognition, but a reputation is not formed till that
recognition has been so imposed upon some crowd as to
be shared and accepted by a mass of men, individually
quite incapable of originating it.

Every revelation comes, and must come, to an indi-
vidual; the crowd is the medium in which the germ of
individual emotion is hatched and spread. Save for
cultivation in that medium the emotion would merely
flit through a single heart and disappear. It must be
deposited as a fertilised germ in a suitable soil before it
can attain a separate and spreading life of its own. For
such a life it needs a public to feed on and root in. The
fertilisation of all kinds of cells has received the attention
of a generation of able biologists; will not some one devote
a like study to the fertilisation of the germ of an ideal?
That likewise proceeds from a kind of marriage. When
Francis was born, with his richly sympathetic nature,
itself the product of a previous generation, that nature

$09